
Walter Winter Warwick 

 

Walter Winter Warwick was born in Lucasville, Ohio on March 1, 1868, the son of Newton 

Reed Warwick, an officer in the Civil War, and Adelaide Brown Warwick. He is a descendent 

of Abraham Warwick, a Revolutionary War soldier from Amherst, Virginia. 

His grandfather was Beverly Green Warwick, a physician who had emigrated from Virginia to 

Scioto County in the 1850s. The Warwick family was living in Jefferson Township based on 

the 1860 census. According to the 1870 census Walter had moved to Portsmouth, Ohio with 

his parents and was 2 years old. In the 1880 census Walter was age 12, living in Cincinnati, 

Ohio with his family. His father Newton died in 1898. The 1900 census shows that Walter was 

age 32 and living in the household of Adelaide, his mother, in Cincinnati, Ohio. His occupation 

was listed as Attorney-at-Law. He was a graduate of Hughes High School in Cincinnati and 

the Cincinnati Law School in 1890. In 1892 he received his master’s degree from George 

Washington University in Washington DC. 

On June 23, 1906 Walter married Minnie Elsie McCormick in the District of Columbia. 

Minnie was born in Vermont in 1870. They had one son, Newton Beverly Warwick, who was 

born in Washington DC in 1908.  

Before moving to Washington DC, Walter became the private secretary to William Howard 

Taft, who at the time was a judge on The US Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit in 

Cincinnati, Ohio from 1892-1900. In 1893, Walter became secretary to the Comptroller of 

the US Treasury and later Chief Law Clerk in the Treasury Department during the 

presidency of Grover Cleveland. 

Walter returned to Cincinnati to practice law for a few years then returned to Washington 

DC. Walter was appointed to work under George Goethals, the Chief Engineer of the 

Panama Canal, as Auditor of the Panama Canal Commission. Walter traveled between 

Panama and Washington DC during the building process.  

In 1911, President Taft commissioned Walter as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of 

the Panama Canal Zone.  

In 1915, President Wilson appointed him Comptroller of the US Treasury in which he served 

throughout World War I.  

In 1923, he became Fiscal Agent of the Panama Republic.  

In 1927, he was appointed Chief Counsel of the US Employees Compensation 

Commission. 
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Walter’s career in Washington, DC spanned over 40 years. He worked under 8 different 

presidents, in many prestigious positions in the legal and financial fields. The work he 

contributed to the construction of the Panama Canal became a legacy that continues to 

benefit individuals and countries around the world.  

Although he only lived in Lucasville for a short time, he frequently returned for a visit with 

family members that lived in the area. His Lucasville roots were the guiding light that set 

him on a path in life that has no doubt impacted this country in great ways.  

Mr. Warwick died on April 19,1932 and is buried in Washington, DC.  

Walter Winter Warwick is a Lucasville Legend. 
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