Rosemary VanKirk Crabtree

Rosemary VanKirk Crabtree was born February 7, 1930, in Portsmouth, one of seven
children born to Clinton and Mary Gardner VanKirk. She attended Valley Local Schools
where she graduated in 1948. Rosemary married Robert Carlson Crabtree on July 29,
1951. They were parents to three children, Stephan Crabtree (deceased), and twins Kirk

Crabtree and Karrie Crabtree Daniels. And they had seven grandchildren.

Rosemary was a voracious reader and always had a deep love for history. Like many
people, her interest in local history grew out of her genealogical research on her family and
that of her husband. She became an early member of the Scioto County Genealogical
Society and served many years as President. Rosemary was also supporter of the Scioto

County Historical Society’s 1810 House museum in Portsmouth.

When the Lucasville Historical Society was founded in 1985, Rosemary soon joined the
club (the name was changed in 2017 when it was reorganized as the Lucasville Area
Historical Society). She enjoyed talking with older members, including Nell Bumgarner,
Pauline Herald, Carrie Wagner, and Irene Preston — always collecting stories of early

Lucasville & their connections to it.

In 1996, Rosemary was elected President of the society. Through her efforts the society’s
focus shifted from more of a social club that dabbled in history to a research-based
organization that actively studied and collected both written items and artifacts related to
the Lucasville area. Rosemary expanded the boundaries covered by the historical society to
include Lucasville proper as well as areas around it whose residents would have done

business in Lucasville.

She was keenly interested in property and land records and spent many hours at the Scioto
County Courthouse & its records room in the basement. She uncovered & documented
original and subsequent owners of the original 1819 lots in Lucasville. And through her
research, she uncovered town founder John Lucas’s “lost family”.

Page 1



Rosemary remained President of the historical society right up to her death on September
2, 2016. She is buried in Scioto Burial Park. Her husband, who passed away on May 20,

1993, is buried with his parents in Rockwell Cemetery.
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