
Captain Jacob Caldwell 

 

Jacob Caldwell was born near Richmond Dale, Ohio, in Ross County, on October 16, 1828. 

He was the son of Smiley and Anna Eva Rittenour Caldwell. He received an excellent 

education, as his parents were wealthy farmers in Ross County, owning several thousand  

acres of rich river bottom farmland. 

 

On October 28, 1850, Jacob married Hulda Hurd, a native of Portage County. Shortly after 

getting married, Jacob purchased several hundred acres of Scioto River farmland from  

John W. Millar, which was just north of Lucasville. They built a fine home on the land and  

had four children born there: Smiley Anson Caldwell, Hulda Jane Caldwell (later Sours),  

Edwin H. Caldwell (born and died 1858), and Robert Brooks Caldwell.  

 

On July 16, 1862, Jacob enlisted in the 91st Ohio Volunteer Infantry and the next day was 

appointed Captain. The skirmishes and battles of this regiment are well documented, in 

particular in Lois Lambert’s book “91st Ohio Volunteer Infantry”. Jacob served alongside 

another Lucasville Legend, Dr. John Warwick. Dr. Warwick volunteered with the 91st  

Ohio Volunteer Infantry as a surgeon.  

 

Captain Caldwell’s wife was also of strong stock. A family story tells that during the war  

Jacob needed horses, so she took it upon herself to drive them to him in Virginia.  

 

On June 17, 1864, Jacob reported sick and was sent to the military hospital in Frederick, 

Maryland. His condition worsened and he died on August 9, 1864. His body was embalmed  

and shipped back to Lucasville via railroad, where his widow received him. He was buried  

with military honors in Caldwell Cemetery near Richmond Dale, Ohio. 


